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Session Overview
• Introduction to RfSC
• Why this project is special
• RfSC toolkit & website
• Tips for recreating this project in your 

community
• Next steps
• Q & A



Project Description
Ready for School Connects
• School readiness program for newcomer families 
• Funded by the United Way of Greater Toronto
• An initiative of the Growing Up Healthy Downtown 

partnership
• Completed it’s sixth year of programs
• Created a toolkit in order to share effective practices 

with other service providers 



Who attends RfSC?
Ready for School Connects is for:
• Newcomer families who have been in Canada 

less than 5 years
• Have a child aged 3 - 6 who is entering school 

for the first time this September
• First language spoken at home is not English



Ready for School is for us!



And it is for us too!



What makes RfSC special?
RfSC
• Focuses on 

newcomers
• Whole family approach
• Follow up component
• Advisory Committee 
• Evaluation processes

Other School Readiness 
Programs

• Not newcomer 
focussed

• English language 
levels too difficult for 
ESL population

• Child focussed
• Little or no follow up 

support



The Toolkit
• Purpose: to share learnings with other service 

providers
• How it can be used: to enhance existing 

programs or to start new initiatives
• Helpful for: front line workers, managers and 

directors
• Where to find it: free to download at www.rfsc.ca
• Additions: Healthy Child Screening manual & 

Snack Menu/Seasonal Produce Chart

http://www.rfsc.ca


Toolkit Summary
Introduction: history, partners, description
Administration: staffing, outreach, evaluation
Working with Newcomers: issues
Parent component: workshops, supports, 

community resources
Children’s component: curriculum, literacy, 

behaviour
Appendices: sample forms, activity schedules, 

brochures



The Website













Top Tips
• Location - providing the summer programs in schools is 

ideal
• Outreach - spread the word through past participants, 

community agencies and schools
• Staffing - interdisciplinary teams bring diversity
• Family supports - interpretation is essential
• Follow up - supporting families once children are in 

school
• Children’s Curriculum - focuses on building 

independence, communicaton and social skills
• Family Focus - prepares entire family for school



Next Steps
• Further development of training tools 
• Pilot training session
• Revise tools based on feedback 
• Offer training support to new RfSC initiatives 

in other communities



Contact Information
Ready for School Connects
Davenport Perth Neighbourhood Centre
21 Randolph Ave
Toronto, ON
M6P 4G4

Rachel McGarry, Program Manager
(416) 588-3755 x23
r.mcgarry@dpnc.ca
www.rfsc.ca

mailto:r.mcgarry@dpnc.ca
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